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	 In honor of Tennessee State 
�3�D�U�N�V�¶�� �����W�K�� �D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���� �+�H�Q�U�\��
�+�R�U�W�R�Q�� �6�W�D�W�H�� �3�D�U�N�� �L�Q�� �&�K�D�S�H�O�� �+�L�O�O��
unveiled a newly restored wetland 
area, complete with a new parking 
lot, trails, and an observation deck, 
all of which were donated and built 
by the General Motors Foundation. 
	 Thanks to the partnership be-
tween General Motors, park staff, 
the Friends of Henry Horton, the 
town of Chapel Hill, the Tennes-
see Environmental Council, the 
Tennessee Department of Environ-
ment and Conservation (TDEC), 
and local volunteers, the wetlands 
restoration project is a huge suc-
cess.  Through the extensive efforts 
of everyone involved, one of the 
most diverse ecosystems has been 
re-introduced into the region, while 
simultaneously improving local 
water quality.
	 When purchased by the park 
in 2006, the 65-acre area located 
in Middle Tennessee was nothing 
�P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� �D�Q�� �D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �¿�H�O�G����
The park planted native grasses and 

Public / Private partnership restore wetlands in Chapel Hill

designated it as a natural area. Two 
years ago in 2015, Ronnie Bowers 
from TDEC visited Henry Horton 
and told them he thought they had 
a wetland on their hands.
	 This strip of land nestled 
between the Duck River and a 
ridgeline would have naturally 
�À�R�R�G�H�G���� �I�R�U�P�L�Q�J�� �D�� �V�H�W�� �R�I�� �E�H�U�P�V��
�D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G�����7�K�H��
�E�H�U�P�V���Z�R�X�O�G���F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G���W�R���K�R�O�G��
water and result in a wetland area. 
More than 100 years ago the area 
was drained and converted into 
�¿�H�O�G�V�� �I�R�U�� �D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �X�V�H���� �7�'�(�&��
decided to restore this area to its 
original state, as a native wetland. 
�7�K�H�� �7�'�(�&�� �W�H�D�P�� �K�D�G�� �W�R�� �U�H���À�R�R�G��
and re-plant the land to achieve this 
goal. 
	 �)�L�U�V�W�����W�K�H���¿�H�O�G���H�O�H�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���K�D�G���W�R��
be lowered to its original level, as 
it had been raised for use as farm 
land. Additionally, the berms had 
to be rebuilt so that the land would 
naturally flood and hold water 
�D�J�D�L�Q���� �3�U�L�R�U�� �W�R�� �À�R�R�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�Q�G����
a mix of wetland seed was planted 
so that the wetlands would have 
native vegetative growth. 
	 �:�L�W�K�L�Q�� �D�� �Z�H�H�N�� �R�I�� �¿�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H�� �E�H�U�P�V���� �W�K�H�� �¿�H�O�G�� �Z�D�V�� �À�R�R�G�H�G����
The week after, ducks and frogs 
had already inhabited the newly 
constructed wetlands. Now, the 
restored wetland area provides cru-
cial habitats for native vegetation 
and wildlife. 
	 Due to its connection to the 
Duck River, this project will not 
�R�Q�O�\���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�¶�V���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��
health, but also its human health, by 
providing both safe drinking water 
�D�Q�G�� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�G�� �À�R�R�G�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W����
The wetlands will help the Duck 
River maintain clean water for both 
the wildlife that inhabits it and the 
visitors who recreate on it. 
	 Last spring, the Friends of 
Henry Horton applied for a $10,000 
grant from General Motors. Af-
ter meeting with GM, they were 
awarded the grant to help build the 
observation platform in their new 
wetlands. 
	 Last fall when construction 
began on the observation deck, 
GM employees began showing 
up as volunteers to help build the 
deck. Within a month and a half, the 
deck was completed, and on Jan. 
20 the new observation platform 
was unveiled to the public. TDEC 
Commissioner Bob Martineau, 
Deputy Commissioners Brock Hill 
and Shari Meghreblian, as well as 
Marshall County Mayor Joe Boyd 
Liggett all spoke to the 50 plus park 
supporters present at the ribbon 
cutting.  
	 After the unveiling, a guided 
tour of the new site was held to 
enjoy the wildlife and appreciate 
the new vantage point for obser-
vation. It will now be used as an 
educational tool and as an excellent 
rest spot for many of the hikers. The 
�D�U�H�D���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�O�\���R�S�H�Q�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F��
March 1. 
	 In addition to the observation 
platform, the wetlands also feature 
a 0.95-mile trail that connects 
with the park’s 10-mile main trail 
system so that visitors can hike in 
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�W�K�H�� �7�'�(�&�� �2�I�¿�F�H�� �R�I�� �6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H��
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�I�U�R�P���D���W�U�D�L�O�K�H�D�G�������9�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���F�D�Q���G�U�L�Y�H��
directly to the wetland, which is 
served by a new parking lot that can 
accommodate up to 12 vehicles. 
�9�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���F�D�Q���D�O�V�R���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�K�H���D�U�H�D���E�\��
water, as the wetland is connected 
to a put-in on the Duck River that 
was constructed in 2015. 		

In addition to the new obser-
vation platform, a previously con-
structed observation tower at the 
end of the Adeline Wilhoite River 
Trail offers an elevated perspective 
to view the wetland and its connec-
tion to the river.
	 This restoration and educa-
tional project is a perfect example 
of a successful public-private part-
nership that produces ecological, 
�V�R�F�L�D�O���� �D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�� �I�R�U��
both the local community and the 
entire region. GM helped make this 
once in a lifetime opportunity come 
to life with both dollars and hard 
work. Now a beautiful feature has 
been added to the park for visitors 
to enjoy and to learn about the great 
biodiverse ecosystem of a wetland. 
It will also serve as a model and 
teaching tool for future restorations 
across the state and region.
	

Through extensive 
efforts of a public/
private partner-
ship, one of the 
most diverse eco-
systems has been 
re-introduced into 
the region while 
s imultaneously 
improving local 
water quality. The 
wetlands will help 
�W�K�H�� �'�X�F�N�� �5�L�Y�H�U��
maintain clean 
water for both the 
wildlife that inhab-
its it and the visi-
tors who recreate 
�R�Q�� �L�W���� �'�X�F�N�V�� �D�Q�G��
frogs have already 
inhabited the new-
ly constructed wet-
lands.

�/�D�V�W���I�D�O�O�����Z�K�H�Q���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���E�H�J�D�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�F�N�����*�0��
�H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H�V���E�H�J�D�Q���V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���X�S���D�V���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���W�R���K�H�O�S���E�X�L�O�G���W�K�H���G�H�F�N��

�+�H�Q�U�\���+�R�U�W�R�Q���6�W�D�W�H���3�D�U�N���L�Q���&�K�D�S�H�O���+�L�O�O���K�D�V���X�Q�Y�H�L�O�H�G���D���Q�H�Z�O�\���U�H�V�W�R�U�H�G���Z�H�W�O�D�Q�G���D�U�H�D�����F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���Z�L�W�K���D��
�Q�H�Z���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���O�R�W�����W�U�D�L�O�V�����D�Q�G���D�Q���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�F�N�����D�O�O���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H�U�H���G�R�Q�D�W�H�G���D�Q�G���E�X�L�O�W���E�\���W�K�H���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O��
Motors Foundation.

�:�L�W�K�L�Q���D���P�R�Q�W�K���D�Q�G���D���K�D�O�I�����W�K�H���G�H�F�N���Z�D�V���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G�����2�Q���-�D�Q�������������W�K�H��
new observation platform was unveiled to the public.

���$�E�R�Y�H���O�H�I�W�����+�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V���R�I���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���0�R�W�R�U�V�����S�D�U�N���V�W�D�I�I�����W�K�H���)�U�L�H�Q�G�V���R�I���+�H�Q�U�\���+�R�U�W�R�Q�����W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q���R�I���&�K�D�S�H�O���+�L�O�O�����W�K�H���7�H�Q�Q�H�V�V�H�H��
�(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�����W�K�H���7�H�Q�Q�H�V�V�H�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���&�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���O�R�F�D�O���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���W�X�U�Q�H�G���R�X�W���W�R���S�O�D�Q�W���W�U�H�H�V���D�Q�G��
�K�H�O�S���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����(�Y�H�Q���7�'�(�&���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�U���%�R�E���0�D�U�W�L�Q�H�D�X turned out for the event and helped with the tree planting efforts. 


