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Nov. 4 - 7 in Nashville
Grammy-award winning performers featured at NLC Congress of Cities

From the opening reception to
the closing event, visitors attending
the National League of Cities 2015
Congress of Cities in Nashville,
Nov. 4-7, will have a front-row view
of the world-class artistry, sounds
and performances of Music City.

Daily special events and pro-
grams will be filled with a lineup of
enough stars that the Congress will
resemble a music festival.

18 South, which includes ac-
claimed instrumentalist and Gram-
my Award-winning songwriter Jon
Randall and his wife, Jessi Alexan-
der, will play the Opening Reception
in the Music City Center exhibition
hall, from 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. The
band personifies Nashville’s highly
influential “roots music” movement.

Grammy Award winner Martina
McBride headlines the Saturday
Closing Reception at Nashville’s
new Music City Center downtown
convention hall, located in the heart
of the entertainment district.

The event also features Gabe
Dixon, a renowned keyboard player
who fronts the Gabe Dixon Band and
is a regular band member for Paul
McCartney and Supertramp.

The Jason Eskridge Band will
close the evening with a high-impact
show that will feature rhythm and
blues, soul and rock music perfor-
mance.

The Closing Reception will
begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Music
City Center Grand Ballroom and in-
cludes a sprawling southern spread
and numerous beverage stations.

In between the opening and
closing events, an all-star roster of
entertainers will perform for NLC
attendees. The list includes the Fisk
Jubilee Singers; Jimmy Robbins,
who in 2014 won the CMA Triple
Play Award for writing three No. 1
hits within a calendar year; and J.T.
Harding, who has written chart-top-
ping songs for Keith Urban, Jake
Owen, Kenny Chesney and Blake
Shelton.

Nashville School of the Arts’
Country and Bluegrass Band,
Hume-Fogg Academic Magnet
High School Silver Jazz Band and
the W.O. Smith School of Music will
deliver performances for the Friday,
Nov. 6 General Session.

McBride, who grew up singing
country music in rural Kansas, first
hitthe charts in 1992. Her hitrecords
include such enduring classics at
“Wild Angels,” “Safe in the Arms
of Love,” “Wrong Again,” “Bless-
ed,” “My Baby Loves Me,” “In My
Daughter’s Eyes,” “Life #9” and “A
Broken Wing.”

To date, McBride has had 20
top-10 hits and six No. 1 smash
records. As a result, she is ranked
as the most played female vocalist
on country radio between 1999 and
2010. She was inducted into the
Grand Ole Opry in 1995.

McBride is one of the biggest
selling artists in all of country music.
She has 14 Gold Records, nine Plat-
inum honors, three Double Platinum
Records and two Triple Platinum
awards and has sold more than 18
million units.

For information on the entire
conference lineup, speakers and
workshop sessions to http://www.
nlccongressofcities.org/ To register
for the conference, go to https://
registration.experientevent.com/
shownlc152/
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Clarence Anthony leads NLC with passion for municipalities,
ensures voice of city official is heard at the national level

BY LINDA BRYANT

Clarence Anthony believes towns and cities
across the nation — from major urban areas to
tiny one-stop-light villages — have strong voic-
es that need to be heard. He's spent his entire
adult life making sure those voices are taken
seriously.

Anthony, 56, was something of a sensation
when he was elected mayor of South Bay, Fla.,
in 1984 at the age of 24. He held the position
for 24 years, all the while building a reputation
for leadership that eventually put him in the
national spotlight.

Anthony was appointed executive director
of the National League of Cities in late 2012. He
directs NLC's operations, initiatives and staff
and serves as a key spokesman for America’s
towns and cities. He advocates before federal
policymakers and promotes municipal issues on
behalfof more than 18,000 cities represented by
NLC.

Anthony served as president of the Flori-
da League of Cities and the National League
of Cities, respectively. He was also the first
vice president of International Union of Local
Authorities and a founding treasurer of United
Cites and Local Government, the international
voice for local governments.

Widely known as a creative and thought-
ful leader, Anthony is considered an expert in
citizen engagement and techniques that build a
sense of community within cities. He feels his
current executive leadership role is, in many
ways, a culmination of his life s work.

“I honestly feel like I have an opportunity to
help drive change in ideas and policy initiatives
on behalf of everybody in America that lives in
a city,” Anthony said.

Anthony has a master s in public adminis-
tration from Florida Atlantic University and is a
longtime football fan. His son, Reidel Anthony,
played in the National Football League for five
years as a wide receiver for the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers.

TT&C: What is your background? Where
did you grow up, and how did you make your
way to your current position?

CA: I grew up in an agricultural community
in Palm Beach County, Fla. We were migrants.
My family worked in Florida in the cornfields
in the winter, and we’d also travel to small rural
towns in New York and Maryland to work. We
always ended up back in Florida during the
winter work season. We went where the work
was. It sounds tough, but I was a pretty happy
kid. It worked out well.

I grew up watching small communities and
seeing that they were not listened to. I wanted to
see them more engaged in the political process.
I was that kid in class who always asked ques-
tions. In high school one of my teachers grabbed
me after class and suggested I run for student
council. I ran for vice president and eventually
for president of the student body. That’s when
I became really interested in public policy. |
wanted to be a voice for people who don’t have
a seat at the table. Policy and wanting to make
things right for people who aren’t necessarily
represented are two things that really drove me
forward. They still do.

I went to college at Florida Atlantic Uni-
versity. I stayed very involved in any kind of
campaign to make things right on campus. |
returned home at the ripe old age of 23. I went
to a city council meeting one day and realized
things weren’t right there. The community had
changed during the five years I’d been gone.
There was drug trafficking and crime down
the street from my mother’s house. 1 asked the
council what were they going to do about it,
and the mayor gave me a flippant comment.
He basically said, “Mr. Anthony, we’re doing
the best we can. If you want something done,
you’ll have to do it yourself.” I said, ‘OK, [ will.’
Someone sitting next to me told me to run for
mayor. [ turned 24 in October and ran for mayor
in March. I won by 33 votes in a runoff election.
[ was mayor from March 1984 until 2008 — 24
years.

TT&C: That’s an amazing story. How did
you end up getting so involved with the mu-
nicipal league network?

CA: The easy part was getting elected; the tough
part was governing. That’s how and why I got
involved with the Florida League of Cities.
State associations became my way of learning
how to govern. It was almost like going back to
college. I needed to learn about so much — the
budgeting process, tax exempt bonds, under-
standing how to really lead and communicate
with the state leagues and much more. I could
even go further and say it was almost like going
to first grade. I had to learn how to act, when to
talk and when not to talk. Eventually, I started
going to the National League of Cities, and I got
more in-depth training and knowledge by being
involved in their leadership program.

I became president of Florida League of
Cities and served on the board of the National
League of Cities. I worked on committees and
served as president of National League of Cities
in 1999. My experience at the national level was
so helpful in terms of developing my skills and
commitment level. I became very dedicated to
making my city and state better. I continue to
have a passion for bringing the voice of people,
especially those who aren’t being heard, to the
national level. My theme all along has been
about building a sense of community. We need
to find a way to help people in cities feel like
their city is their home. It’s all about creating
jobs and business opportunities, owning a home

Clarence Anthony, NLC Executive Director

“We want our local leaders to engage in the legislative process and not just when
they’re in Washington, D.C., but when they are at home. We encourage our mem-
bers to get involved on the state level first. We want them thoroughly involved. What
happens in their state usually moves up to the national level.”

and having good police/community relations.
It’s so important to create initiatives that make
people feel a part of their communities.

TT&C: How is the National League of Cities
structured?

CA: We were founded 91 years ago in 1924 by
10 state municipal leagues that convened in Law-
rence, Kan., to talk about ideas and experiences
they were having around municipal issues. All
of a sudden this idea came about that we needed
to come together and create a national network
of state municipal leagues to represent cities in
Washington, D.C. They moved from Kansas to
Chicago for a couple of years and then to Wash-
ington, D.C., where they changed the name of the
organization to the National League of Cities. We
began accepting member cities with a population
0f 100,000 and more. Then it was opened up even
further, and NLC now represents towns, cities
and villages of any size.

Our whole guiding principle is related to
the state leagues. We know that everything we
do is more successful when we engage our state
municipal leagues and members. We have an
elected president, and they can be a council
member, mayor or city commissioner. We have
an election every year. We provide advocacy, ed-
ucation, training and research for our members.
We want them to have access to the best ideas,
the newest ideas and the best next ideas for cities.
The state organizations are better able to connect
with specific members of the U.S. Congress. We
work in support of — and in partnership with —
all the 49 state municipal leagues, and we serve
as aresource and advocate for their work in more
than 19,000 cities, villages and towns.

It’s important to note that the National
League of Cities is a non-partisan organization.
We don’t support only Republican issues, and
we don’t support only Democratic issues. We
support cities. We are partisan to cities. We are
interested in protecting the interests of cities,
but we don’t get mixed up in the typical partisan
mindset that is going on in Washington, D.C.

NLC is going to give you what you need,
but we also need you to find your congressional
members and senators back in Tennessee. We
also provide free online courses and webinars,
and we have an advocacy network. We have
incredible tools. We give these to our members
to strengthen their abilities to make their com-
munities better and to know about what’s going
on federally.

TT&C: Canyou point arecentsuccess at NLC
that can give hope to our towns and cities?

CA: One of our long-standing priorities has
been to protect the tax exemption of municipal
bonds. There was a proposal to take away the
tax exempt status. It’s a very important issue
because municipal bonds are the No. 1 tool our
municipalities use. We called Margaret Mahery
and Keith McDonald, the mayor of Bartlett, who
served on the NLC board. They sent letters to
key leaders such as Sen. Lamar Alexander and
Rep. Jimmy Duncan (R-TN2), who is vice-chair
of the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. Getting those letters out and pushing
the issue forward has made a difference. We were
basically told, “You don’t have to worry about

it. We know this is an important issue nationally
and in Tennessee.” When they are on the floor of
the Senate, they can say, “We have heard from
mayors, commissioners and council members
from all over my state about the importance of
this issue.” This is success!

TT&C: Can you say more about the threat
of taking away the tax exemption status of
municipal bonds. If this comes to pass, what
would the impact be on our towns and cities?
CA: If the federal income tax exemption for
municipal bonds is eliminated we will not be
able to fund the most critical civic projects —
schools, airports, hospitals, roads, downtown
infrastructure, etc. These are essential for com-
munities. [ am very pleased to say that we have
really combated the repeal of tax exemption on
municipal bonds. We have been successful so far.
That’s because our members have been speaking
up. They are letting the White House know. They
are letting the Senate and the House of Repre-
sentatives know that this is the most important
tool we have to finance projects.

TT&C: Why is it important for a NLC to
remain non-partisan?

CA: Wejustconducted a survey of our members.
We tried to get a gauge of the membership and
asked whether they are conservative, moderate,
minimally liberal or really liberal? The largest
percentage of our local-level members see them-
selves as moderate. Why? Because every day
they run into their fellow citizens. With local
officials it’s all about the residents they serve.
It’s about their local city hall and being able to
speak directly to their mayor and their council
members. It’s different than how far removed
officials can get in Washington, D.C., because
those folks don’t see their constituents and res-
idents every day.

Local officials are in the business of pro-
viding basic services, and these aren’t Repub-
lican nor Democrat issues. Utilities, parks, the
firehouse, the public works department — none
of these are Democrat or Republican-led. Our
residents really don’t want to see the bickering
going on in Washington. I must admit there is
a push for political parties to get more involved
in municipal elections, and I am seeing that all
over the country. I travel all over the country,
and what I have seen, is that even though local
politicians may run a race of a partisan nature,
they often act differently after they get sworn in.
It’s very difficult to maintain a strictly partisan
mindset when you have issues to attend to every
day that affect everyone in your community.

TT&C: NLC is very concerned about passing
a national transportation bill and is urging
the House to introduce a bill that restores
Surface Transportation Funds to local areas.
Can you explain the importance of this to our
towns, cities and localities?

CA: Getting people truly engaged in this crum-
bling infrastructure issue is what we are dealing
with in Washington. It’s a big issue in Congress
and a bigger issue for cities. For us, it’s about
the roads, bridges and the water and sewer sys-
tems. It’s about cities looking at transit in new
ways. It’s about funding these things or at least

entering the discussion about transportation na-
tionally. It’s also about job creation and economic
development.

The last transportation bill under the surface
transportation program cut local funding by 20
percent. We are saying, first, get a long-term bill
passed, not these short-term bills we’ve been
getting. The American people deserve better.
Cities need a long-term transportation bill that
is oriented toward growth in cities. We need
to be able to look at our transportation system
over a ten-year planning period at the very least.
Congress is talking about it, and they are trying
to get it moving. But it ends up getting caught in
the partisan divide. We are hoping that during the
next congressional session we will finally get a
transportation bill.

TT&C: NLC is working hard for e-fairness.
Since Rep. Jason Chaffetz (R-UT) introduced
the Remote Transactions Parity Act (RTPA,
HR 2775) this summer, hundreds of city ad-
vocates have called on their representatives to
cosponsor this bill. Can you talk about your
concerns around e-fairness?

CA: 1 want to make sure that [ say this up front.
We want a productive and a profitable online
business system. We are not about trying to hurt
that system. We are concerned about equity. This
is about true fairness and balancing the playing
field for the downtown main street business and
the retailers who currently operate at a 5 to 10
percent competitive disadvantage because they
are required to collect sales tax while remote
sellers are not.

Again, we’re not saying that we want to stop
the prosperity of online retailers. I think that’s
something that people are going to do, and we
want to encourage that. We also want to point out
the imbalance that’s happening. We estimate that
local communities are losing $23 billion in sales
taxes a year. These are taxes that go uncollected
because of online transactions. What it means is
that we are not able to provide as much on the
local level. We’re not able to fix the sidewalks,
build libraries, etc. This translates into a quality
of life issue that affects real people and the basic
services they need such as roads and police pro-
tection. It’s really important to put a human face
on this issue. This is not just the National League
of Cities pushing something that has minimal im-
pact on a few people. We will continue to fight for
e-fairness on behalf of the businesses in our local
cities, and we’re going to try and get something
passed this year. We were really close last year.
We had a Senate sponsor and Rep. Jason Chaffetz
was pushing it from the House side. We are not
going to stop. It’s too important to local com-
munities. If enacted, the RTPA will give states
and local governments the flexibility to require
remote online retailers to collect the sales taxes
that are already owed on remote purchases.

TT&C: Whatis one of your biggest challenges?
CA: Transportation is one of the biggest chal-
lenges for cities. They really want a transpor-
tation bill, that’s usually their No. 1 priority.
They want to make sure they get infrastructure
funded. They also talk a lot about the economy.
Surprisingly, the survey we conducted with our
members showed there is some concern on im-
migration reform.

We have what we call the Cities 2016 Ini-
tiative. We are pushing and working with every
presidential candidate to get city issues out in
front and on their platforms. The three issues we
are pushing are public safety, infrastructure and
the economy. Cities deserve a piece of the pie.
We want them to talk about these three issues
now, but we also want them to make these issues
a part of their transition plan in case they become
president.

TT&C: What more can villages, towns and
city governments do to get involved at the state
and federal level?

CA: We need our city leaders to first accept that
they have a lot of influence on congressional
members. We want our local leaders to engage in
the legislative process and not just when they’re
in Washington, D.C., but when they are at home.
We encourage our members to get involved on
the state level first. We want them thoroughly
involved. What happens in their state usually
moves up to the national level.

TT&C: This NLC yearly conference, the 2015
Congress of Cities and Exposition, is being
held Nov. 4-7 at the Music City Center in
Nashville. Tell us about it!

CA: We think we’re going to have the highest
attendance since 2008 — more than 4,000 peo-
ple from all over the country. They’re coming to
Nashville to learn about what’s going on in cities
and to learn about what to advocate for with the
Congressional members. We want to help prepare
them to be better leaders when they go back to
their respective cities. We want our members to
be armed with the most information possible. The
conference is an ideal way to share and dissem-
inate all the best information and knowledge we
possibly can. We also have a March conference
called the Congressional City Conference, which
we hold in Washington, D.C. At that event we
give members the tools they need to go back and
lobby at home.

TT&C: Have we left anything out. Is there
anything else you’d like to add?

CA: The state municipal leagues are the key to
NLC’s success, along with our member cities.
When we mobilize our state municipal leagues,
we are usually successful. [ want the readers to
understand the power they have as local leaders
and do something with it.



